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From April 1915 until the end of the year, British and 
Allied forces fought a long, harsh, and ultimately  
fruitless campaign in Gallipoli (modern-day Turkey).

Many men from Bexley fought and died in  
the campaign, and we still have some local 
reminders of them today.

The Scholar, the Vicar, and the Doctor…
Captain William Loring - A brilliant scholar  
and adventurous archaeologist, Loring  
was Master of Goldsmith’s College.

 He died on a hospital ship off the coast  
of Gallipoli. 

After the war, his College purchased the  
building we now know as Loring Hall, and 
renamed it in his honour.

The Reverend John W Blencowe - An army  
padre who served as Field Chaplain in Gallipoli, 
Captain Blencowe saw the horrors of war at  
first hand there. 

He was later appointed as Chaplain to the  
newly-opened Queen’s Hospital in Sidcup,  
set up a school in Sidcup Place, and his family 
donated the land on which Sidcup War  
Memorial now stands. 

Doctor Walter Rowley Bristow - One of Britain’s 
most eminent military surgeons, Rowley Bristow 
served as an army medical officer at Gallipoli.

He grew up at The Mount, in Bexleyheath,  
where he had a reputation as a great  
sportsman and lover of fast cars.

After the war, he became a world-renowned 
expert on back and spinal injuries.

Gallipoli  
1915 – 2015:
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A Gallipoli surgeon at work (IWM images)

A textile map of the Gallipoli 
peninsula landing site (IWM images)

British troops landing at Gallipoli, 
August 1915 (IWM images)

Loring Hall, North Cray (c 1977)

Sidcup War Memorial (c 1970)

The Mount, Bexleyheath (c1900) 
It is now the site of Bexleyheath 
Golf Club
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