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Remember Bexley’s  
war dead
Bexley’s War Memorials are a 
permanent and constant reminder  
of the ultimate sacrifice made during 
the First World War. 

There are dozens of memorials in the 
Borough – they range from large town 
centre monuments, commemorative 
lists or tablets in churches, hospitals 
and schools, to individual gravestones 
of servicemen buried locally.

Parks, club houses and sports grounds 
were also established in tribute 
to those who died: there is even a 
memorial hidden away in Bexley Park 
Woods, commemorating the names of 
8 local scouts –“THE GREAT CHIEF 
HAS CALLED THE ROLL – ALL  
ARE PRESENT”

Most of the large civic memorials were 
established in the early 1920s, and 
were unveiled with great ceremony 
and reverence. A report in the Sidcup 
District Times of September 1921 tells  
a typical story: 

“Let us all remember their total 
unselfishness. Those men named on 
this memorial simply went out for a 
cause, fought for a cause, and died for 
a cause: therefore let us get through 
the trying times of the present with 
the same spirit as in the war, as once 
we get through the ordeal there will 
be a better England for all of us…

...Of the 207 names we recall 207  
sad memories…there were 207 sad 
days when blinds were drawn in as 
many homes – perhaps more, some 
out of sympathy with the bereaved – 
in Sidcup, and then lifted again.  
207 names are now engraved on 
plates – long columns of names,  
not of strangers but of those  
Sidcup once knew”: 

“THESE ARE THEY:  
THESE, OUR BROTHERS”

Sidcup Times, 
September 1921

Bexley Village War Memorial

Foots Cray War Memorial, Rectory Lane




