e
@%% 1914-18 F1 14918

SERVING KING & COUNTRY

Sergeant Frank Button, Sergeant Walter William
Royal Fusiliers Printer, Coldstream Guards

Born in Erith, Sergeant Button was the In the autumn of 1915 locals proudly

first local soldier to be killed in action celebrated the awarding of the

at the Battle of Mons in August 1914.  Distinguished Conduct Medal to
“the first Bexley Heath man to win

Privuie S|dney Fran Godley’ a decoration in this war”. Despite

| | his wounds, Walter had rescued two
ROYU FUS' IerS comrades during the Battle of Loos.

Former Sidcup National School pupil,
Private Sidney Frank Godley won the
Victoria Cross at the Battle of Mons.

Godley’s medal was the first VC to be
awarded to private soldier in the War.

Sergeant Waltyer. W. Printer

Private William Barton-Young,
London Scottish Regiment

Private Frank Godley Before the War William had been the
Librarian at Erith. The town deeply
Private ThOITI(lS nghguie mourned his death in April 1917 and
!/

a plaque to his memory is located in

Royal West Kent Regiment ~ the old Erih Library.

Aged just 19, Private Highgate was
the first British soldier to be shot
for desertion. He is remembered

on the Sidcup War Memorial, along
with two of his brothers, who were
killed in action.

Erith librarian William Barton Young

Private George Mepham,

South Notts Hussars

Private Mepham of Crayford died
Sidcup Times, 23rd June 1916 on 1l November 1918, Armistice Day,
at Woolwich Hospital, of pneumonia
caught while fighting in the trenches.
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