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T. Highgate on Sidcup war memorial
Thomas Highgate (taken by GL 2018-10-01)

Thomas Highgate

The Year 5 classes of Merton Court Preparatory
School studied the life of Private Thomas Highgate
as part of this project.

Thomas Highgate was born on the 8th May 1895 in
Shoreham, Kent. At the age of 19, he was convicted
of abandoning his comrades in the Queen’s Own
Royal West Kent Regiment and executed for
desertion on 8th September 1914.

He was one of many pardoned under Section 359 of
the Armed Forces Act 2006 which recognised that
execution was not a fate he had deserved.

His name can be found on the Sidcup War Memorial
along with those of his two brothers.
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