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SCHOOL DAYS 1914-1918

Empire Day certificate, 1916

Education

Just as the Great War impacted on

all aspects of British society, its effect
on children and their education was
no less significant, and we can see
many of these trends locally in Bexley.

Outbreak

In August 1914 the Northumberland
Heath School log book recorded

“We reopened after Summer Holidays,
all staff being present” with no

sense of the impending catastrophe.
Soon, however, local schools were
recording staff shortages as male
teachers enlisted and female teachers
volunteered for other war work.

Crescent Road School, Erith 1914-1918

Children at work

Absenteeism among pupils grew
as local children went to work on
farms, local shops and in factories.
Often children were sent by their
mothers to queue outside shops
for rationed food.
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Listening to you, working for you

Belgian refugees

Most local schools took in Belgian
refugee children, although they were
not universally welcomed - at

Brook Street School the Head Teacher
gave instructions that no time was to
be devoted to teaching Belgian

boys English.

Postcard showing Beligian soldiers, 1914

Hard times

As many mothers were now working
in factories, the Bexley Medical

Board became concerned that many
children were left unattended at
home. Meanwhile schools grew cold
with lack of fuel and under-resourced
in staff and equipment; even writing
paper was in short supply - “Owing
to shortage of paper | have decided
to reintroduce slates to class Ill...”
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