
Recruitment
At the outbreak of war some  
local men were already in the  
regular army or serving in the 
Reserves. Hundreds more rushed 
to enlist, fuelled by patriotism, 
encouragement from family and 
friends, and a sense of adventure. 

Nationally, Lord Kitchener  
proclaimed “YOUR COUNTRY 
NEEDS YOU” while locally the 
authorities in and around Bexley 
proudly publicised the numbers of 
local men who had joined the ranks. 
The North Cray Parish minutes 
proudly record in October 1914 that 
“of the eligible unmarried young men 
resident here all are serving either  
in the Army, Navy or Territorial 
Forces with the exception of two.”

Meanwhile in industrial Erith patriotic 
sentiment could also be witnessed 
by the dozens of local factory and 
Council workers who rushed to  
re-join the colours. 

In Bexleyheath the Council recommended 
that giant recruiting posters “be 
displayed around the district.”

The Sidcup Times reported that the 
recruitment campaign in Sidcup and 
Foots Cray in August 1914 was a great 
success and that it eclipsed anything 
since the celebrations of the relief of 
Mafeking  in 1900.
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