THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME

Fought in the rolling hills of Picardy in northern France along the banks of the River
Somme between 1 July and 18 November 1916, Britain’s new volunteer army took the
leading role in a battle on the Western Front for the first time.

Inexperienced raw recruits, most of these new soldiers had never seen battle before.

Many were still just teenagers.
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The Somme offensive was intended to
achieve a decisive victory for the British
and French Allies over the Germans on
the Western Front after 18 months of
bitter trench deadlock.

Although the Germans were weakened by
the campaign, the Allies failed to achieve
most of their objectives; the offensive
tailed off in the autumn mud, and the
war was to continue for another two

long years.
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Over a million men from both sides
became casualties in the long and bitter
struggle on the Somme in 1916.

Almost 200 men with Bexley connections
were killed on the Somme. These panels
researched by Bexley Archives are
dedicated to their memory.
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