Douglas Baker’s family lived at Ivydene
House, Cold Blow. An engineer by
profession, Douglas had studied in
Canada before the war, and had worked
on the Canadian Pacific Railway.

He is commemorated on the Bexley
Village memorial. He was 26.

Born in India, Richard Molesworth Dennys
attended Halcombe’s School in Bexley.

A medical student, and a gifted poet, he
was studying and performing in theatres
in Italy when war broke out. His name is
also on the Bexley Village memorial. He
was 32.

Life in the Somme trenches brought
local soldiers from different classes
together, often for the first time

Kenneth Hartley Moore’s family lived in
Sidcup, and he attended Merton Court
School: a gifted scholar, he declined a
place at Cambridge to study Classics in
order to enlist in the spring of 1915. His
name is recorded on the Sidcup memorial,
and on the Holy Trinity Church Lamorbey
memorial panel. He was 20.

Captain Lewis Goldsmith was another
Merton Court School pupil, whose family
lived in Foots Cray. He was due to study
at Oxford in 1914, but chose to join up
instead. His father, Francis, was a noted
architect: he designed the war memorial
at Foots Cray, where Lewis’ name can be
found. He was 21.

Lieutenant Douglas Stanley Baker

Sid Best from Belvedere worked at the
Crossness Outfall works. Aged 40, he had
6 children.

Alf Vickers from Bexleyheath had 5
children. Before the war he had worked
as a fiishmonger.

Walter Hawes from Sidcup had worked as

Captain Richard Molesworth Dennys Lieutenant Kenneth

Captain Lewis

Hartley Moore Wilberforce Goldsmith
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a clerk in a Crayford gravel works.

He had enlisted under the name ‘Howes’
as he was worried about being teased
about his surname.

George Kemp from Erith was a regular
soldier with the Royal Engineers.

He died of wounds after rescuing a
superior officer.

Sergeant Alfred Vickers

Private Sidney Best
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Listening to you, working for you
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Corporal Walter Hawes
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Sergeant George Kemp
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