SOMME STORIES

The bitter end - Autumn 1916

As the months passed, a brutal stalemate developed on the
Somme. Torrential rains in October turned the battlegrounds
iInto a muddy quagmire and in mid-November, amid the first
flurries of snow, the battle ended in a blood-soaked deadlock.

Among the Bexley men to fall in these last few
months, here are the stories of Charles Driver

(18th September), Rowland Pickworth (8th

October), Thomas Edward Parker (19th October),

William Jarvis (5th November), and Reginald
4 Boyle (13th November)

Born in Erith, Charles Driver lived in Crayford
with his wife, Elizabeth, and five children.

A bricklayer by trade, he was 39 years old.

Rowland Pickworth was a mechanic, who had
left his home in Crayford in around 1912 to
settle in Canada. Married with one child, he

returned to Europe with the Canadian Army.

Charles Driver

Thomas Edward Parker was reported as being
“well- known in the Bexley area”. A gardener,
he had enlisted in Bexleyheath. He left a
widow, Edith Maud.

Born in Erith and living in Bexleyheath,

William Jarvis was a farm worker before

Thomas Edward Parker the war. He was 22.

Despite being only 20, Reginald Boyle was
already a Lance Corporal. A Sidcup resident
and enthusiastic boy scout, you can find

a memorial to him in St John’s Church:

it is made of a wooden cross taken from
the actual battlefield on the Somme

where young Reginald was killed.
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