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Somme Stories

...in pictures
By 1916, the Great War was changing local 
people’s lives forever (not that these young 
Bexleyheath boys seemed too concerned!)

These men, workers for Gower’s of Sidcup 
do look more anxious, though – as 
casualties mounted on the Western Front, 
more and more men (not all of them 
young) were called up to replace them.

More and more women were employed in their place: munitions workers at 
Crayford (although conditions were much harsher – and more segregated – than 
this picture suggests). Miss Marjorie Field was “doing her bit” by working as a 
conductor on Bexley’s trams. Tragically, Marjorie was crushed and killed when 
two trams collided here in 1916. Lady Limerick (from Hall Place) rolled her 
sleeves up and helped serve ‘teas to Tommys’.

And these nurses from 
Bexleyheath’s VAD hospital 
awaited the first casualties  
from the Somme…

1916 - The Home Front...
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Members of the Erith Fire Brigade 
were on call – although they too 
were to lose men to the army
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