SOMME STORIES

THE HOME FRONT...

...what the papers said

In the early weeks of July 1916, it was very much “business as usual” in Bexley:

beer was still flowing, the Princesses’ Theatre opened, and rabbits were on sale!
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News from the Somme was limited, but the Bexleyheath Times assured its
readers that “a good beginning has been made”,

Soon, however, reports began to stress that difficulties had been encountered.
“Severe fighting continues...The German positions are almost impregnable”.
The Sidcup Times reminded readers that it was “not a time for holidays”.
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Military hospitals in Bexley began to fill with war wounded, and the showing of the film
“The Battle of the Somme” gave — for the first time — a visual indication of the horrors of
trench warfare to local civilians at home. Unofficial ‘War Shrines’ began to be put up.
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Bexley’s newspapers were increasingly packed with reports of
‘The Fallen’, and a local poet had a long verse published in the
Sidcup Times. As 1916 drew to a close, the grim reality dawned
that the war would grind on relentlessly...
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