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Victor Sharman: a Somme survivor’s story

Victor Sharman worked as a shopkeeper in Bexleyheath  
before the war – he enlisted here as an 18 year-old into the  
King’s Royal Regiment of Rifles. He and his family lived at  
42 Clarence Road in Sidcup, to where this letter was addressed.

                                       24001  L-Cpl. A.V. Sharman 

                                       8 Platoon 

                                       “B” Coy 18th KRRC 

                                       B.E.F. France

                                       18th November 1916

Dear Mother

Your letter written last Sunday reached me in the trenches, and I have not been able to reply until now. I 
sent you a field card to let you know that I was alright.

When I was in hospital your parcel with the ‘cigs’ came here for me, and as I was officially a ‘casualty’ it 
was shared out among the other chaps which is quite the usual thing when a man goes to hospital. Uncle 
Harry’s parcel was treated in the same way.

I had another nice letter from Alan today, and he sent me his photo. I think it is very good indeed. I must 
try and send him a good reply. He seems to be a bit sick of the war as we all are.

While I was in the trenches I managed to keep fairly warm except my feet. I always do have cold feet in 
Winter. During our spell “in the line” we don’t get hot food, and if you could send me a Boots Tinned Heat 
(10 ½ d) it would be a splendid thing for making cocoa etc. A tin of Oxo cubes would be very nice too.

You see, we cannot have a fire as the Germans would soon spot the smoke and would send a “whiz-bang” 
over and they are very unpleasant things.

You will understand that a Dixie of hot tea or Oxo is just the thing.

Today we have been out on a fatigue and were very glad when we got back again as it is very cold.

We were up at 6 this morning, and found it freezing hard, and snowing too, a cheerful prospect. Can you 
imagine me up at that time twelve months ago? We have been served out with sheepskin gloves, with the 
wool inside so I’m quite alright in that direction, but a nice woollen scarf would be welcome. Still, I’m 
afraid I’m asking for too much. Still, send them when you can.

I remember you asked about the wool coats. Well a good deal of our chaps have them but I have a leather 
coat which is quite warm.

Well, don’t you worry about me mother, I’m safe enough, and with lots of love to you, Dad, Frank and Grace.

I am your affectionate

Victor
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