SOMME STORIES

Victor Sharman: a Somme survivor’s story

Victor Sharman worked as a shopkeeper in Bexleyheath

before the war — he enlisted here as an 18 year-old into the
King’s Royal Regiment of Rifles. He and his family lived at

42 Clarence Road in Sidcup, to where this letter was addressed.
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%F Yowr letter written last Sunday reached- me in the trenches, and- ] hayve not been able to- reply wnkil now-. ]
’ . Sw\ymwﬁf—@*m&w&’#ymkmr%] Was a[ngh/{—
When J was on hospital your parcel with the tigs’ came here for- me, and-as ] was offuially a casualty” it
was shartd- out arong the other chaps which is quite the usual thing when a man qoes to- hospital. Uncle
Harry's parcel was treated- in the same way .

J had- anether vice letter- from AHan W,WWsWWM phote-. ] think i is w—rygm%mw.] Must .r
WWSM}ngM-W.%sms - bea bit sick of the war-as weall are P

While ] was in the trenches ] manaqged- to- keep fairly warr exceptany feet. J always 9o hayve cold- feet in
Winter. During owr spell “vn the lone” weon 't get- hot food, and- if yow could- send- me-a Boots Yumned Heat
(_70 %W%Mﬁkws/)WWﬁrW www#o./I—MojﬁOwaﬁ Mﬁkw—ry nice too-
Qﬂmsmwmmhwwwﬂw&w ijvwm/s would- soove spot WsWMMsm}w ‘whizg-bang”
__ 0ver and- they art very unpleasant things.
| ﬂmwﬂ undtrstand- that a. Dixie of hot tea or Oxo- s just the thung.
Yooy we have betn out on a fatique and- were very glad- when we got- back aqain as i is very cold-

We were up ar 6 tHhis W,M}WWMM WM}SW Foo- A me.myow
WW’WWMMWWW’VMW %w?WrMWémsww%WMSWWgW,WW
wool insideso- I quite alright in that-Virection, but-a WWSMW&rW. Stl, Im
W]M@Wﬁrwm. SELL, send- them when yow can.

fﬁ J Wwymwskx%aﬁmww W.Wk[[wgaﬁwofwm have thern but ] haye a leather

We—[[ﬁmll—\ymm about ne rother J'ru saft enoughy, and- with lots Of[owl-r\you/, (Da},‘Fm,n/ozm}ﬁWj'
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Victor and Muriel: 1990’s

Diamond Wedding: 1980

Young Victor (centre) with
parents and brother

Victor Sharman Victor's WW1 medals Victor and his wife, Muriel: 1920
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Listening to you, working for you www.bexley.gov.uk




