The Battle of the Somme was, for many
local men, their first experience of war.
Mostly volunteers, many were still in their

teens: a few others were much older.

Bernard Batsford

Bernard Batsford was 40

From an impoverished family in
Foots Cray, his widowed mother was
paralysed. In the month before he
died, he had spent his few days leave
visiting her in hospital.

A general labourer, he lived with
Sarah Ann Wilkinson, his “dependent”.
Bernard’s name can be found on the
Sidcup and Foots Cray memorials.
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Many of his colleagues, however,
were much younger.

Fred Allchin of Crayford, 19 Frank Bassett of Crayford, 19 George Huckstep of Erith, 19 William Humphries of Bexley, 19

William Janes of Welling, 19 Jimmy Moore of Welling, 19 Stanley Patten of Bexleyheath, 18  Walter Payne of Welling, 19

Ernest Porter of Belvedere, 18 John Sidley of Belvedere, 19

Listening to you, working for you

Herbert Swain of Belvedere, 18
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