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Statement of representations procedure 
This statement has been prepared by London Borough of Bexley [the Council] pursuant to the Town and 
Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (regulations 19, 20 and 35), as amended. 

Title of the document 
London Borough of Bexley Draft Local Plan Proposed Submission Document (Regulation 19 Stage) May 
2021 [the Draft Local Plan] 

Subject matter 
Following the publication in February 2019 of Preferred approaches to planning policies and land use 
designations, the emerging local plan (regulation 18 stage) consultation paper, the Council has carefully 
considered all views received, and, along with subsequently completed additional evidence, is now in a 
position to publish the Draft Local Plan (regulation 19 stage) for public consultation before submitting it to 
the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government. 

The Draft Local Plan comprises the Council’s proposed strategic and development management policies, as 
well as specific sites allocated for residential or residential-led mixed-use development.  The document sets 
out how the Council intends to deliver the principles of sustainable development within Bexley, by 
positively shaping growth to the advantage of the people who live and work in the borough, ensuring it 
unlocks a range of benefits whilst planning out potential negative impacts.  A submission policies map has 
also been published as part of this consultation, which indicates geographically the application of the 
policies in the Draft Local Plan. 

The Draft Local Plan, and other supporting documents, are being made available for public inspection to 
provide any individual, group, or business the opportunity to make a ‘Statement of Representation’ on the 
‘soundness’ and legal compliance (including with the duty to cooperate) of the Draft Local Plan, for 
consideration by the Planning Inspector.  These terms are explained below.  

Period for submission of representations 
Representations are invited to be made on the Draft Local Plan from 28 May to 25 July 2021. 

Representations must be received by 23:59 on Sunday 25 July 2021. 

Representations received after this time will not be accepted. 

Where/how to view the Draft Local Plan and supporting documents (statement of fact) 
In line with legislation passed by the government to limit the spread of coronavirus, local planning 
authorities are not required to make physical copies of local planning documents available for inspection at 
main Council offices or libraries.  Further legislation was passed extending the relevant period to the end of 
2021.  Therefore,  the Council is focusing on digital methods of engagement in line with its Statement of 
Community Involvement. 

During the representations period, the Draft Local Plan proposed submission documents will be 
available to view and download from the consultations webpage on the Council’s website. 

Whilst Bexley’s libraries will not hold physical copies of these documents for the reasons set out above, all 
libraries have computers with internet access available for free to all library members during opening 
hours.  This provides an alternative option for those without internet access to respond to the consultation. 
Information and opening hours for all of Bexley’s libraries can be viewed on Bexley’s libraries website. 

https://www.bexley.gov.uk/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/731/regulation/2/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1398/regulation/3/made
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2020-09/Statement-of-Community-Involvement-to-reflect-COVID19-planning-guidance-May-2020.pdf
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2020-09/Statement-of-Community-Involvement-to-reflect-COVID19-planning-guidance-May-2020.pdf
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/consultations
https://arena.yourlondonlibrary.net/web/bexley/home
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Additionally, the Council will consider, on a case-by-case basis, alternative methods of making the 
submission documents available if required (for example, where individuals are unable to travel to a library, 
or have difficulties reading off a screen).  These could include providing a USB memory stick that contains 
the proposed submission documents that will not require the internet to access the information, or 
telephone meetings with officers to discuss proposals. The printing of individual physical copies of 
documents will also be considered but printing and postage costs may be incurred.  

Things to consider when making a representation 
When making representations on the Draft Local Plan, the following questions should be considered:  

 Is the plan legally compliant?  

o Does the Plan comply with the relevant legislation and regulations in the way it has been 
prepared, and in its content?  

 Does the plan comply with the ‘Duty to Cooperate’? 

o Has the local planning authority engaged constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis 
with neighbouring authorities and other prescribed bodies during the preparation of the 
Plan? 

 Is the plan ‘sound’?  

o Has the Plan been ‘positively prepared’? 
o Is it robustly justified and evidence-led?  
o Will it be effective in what it sets out to achieve?  
o Is it consistent with regional and national planning policy? 

How to submit a representation 
Those wishing to make a representation should first read the guidance note available to view and download 
from the consultations webpage on the Council’s website.  All responses will be required to include the 
name and contact address of the respondent; anonymous responses will not be considered. 

Representations should be made electronically where possible, via the online questionnaire which can 
also be accessed from the consultations webpage on the Council’s website.  All representations must set 
out clearly why, and how, it is considered that the Draft Local Plan (in whole or in part) is: legally compliant 
or non-compliant; compliant or non-compliant with the Duty to Cooperate; and/or, sound or unsound.     

Please note that all responses are required to be made public and will be submitted to the Secretary of 
State and the Planning Inspectorate, along with the Draft Local Plan and other relevant documents, 
following this consultation. The Planning Inspectorate will not consider anonymous representations. 
Your comments and name will be published, but other personal information will remain confidential. 

Representations by post or email will also be accepted.  If you wish to provide a representation in this way, 
please do so by completing representation forms that can be downloaded from the consultations webpage 
on the Council’s website.  If required, physical forms can also be printed upon request by the Council and 
posted to those wishing to make physical representations.   

Please complete these forms (which comprise one Part A form for personal details, plus a Part B form for 
each representation that is being made), ensuring all required answers are provided, and return to:  

Planning Policy Team – Draft Local Plan 
Strategic Planning, 2nd Floor East, Civic Offices 
2 Watling Street, Bexleyheath, DA6 7AT 

https://www.bexley.gov.uk/consultations
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/consultations
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/consultations
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Or return via email to:  SP&Gteam@bexley.gov.uk 

EMAIL SUBJECT LINE: Regulation 19 Representation 

Please attach to your email a completed Part A form and as many completed Part B forms as relevant.  If 
you need to send your representations across multiple emails, please contact the Council in advance to 
ensure no representations are missed. 

We strongly recommend that all representations are made using the standard representation form 
provided, whether you complete it online, download and complete it on a computer and submit by email or 
post, or print it off to provide a handwritten response and post it to us.  This helps to ensure that all 
comments received are relevant and that the correct information is collected to allow representations to 
be considered fully by the Planning Inspector.  If all required questions are not answered, your 
representation may be invalid and may not be considered by the Inspector.  Representations must be 
received within the consultation period; representations received after this period cannot be accepted. 

Notification of next stages in Bexley’s local plan preparation 
When making your representation you will also have the option to request to be notified of the following 
stages of the Local Plan process: 

1. the submission of the Local Plan for independent examination; 
2. the publication of the Inspector’s recommendations following independent examination of the Local 

Plan; and, 
3. the adoption of the Local Plan. 

Updates will be posted on the Local Plan Review webpage of the Council’s website periodically.  You can 
also request to be added to our consultation database, to be notified of future consultations on Bexley’s 
planning-related documents.  You can request to be removed from any, or all, of the above databases at any 
time, by emailing SP&Gteam@bexley.gov.uk. 

Contact the Planning Policy Team at the Council 
If you require any further information or assistance, please contact the planning policy team using the 
details below (please note, representations themselves will only be accepted as detailed in Section 6). 

Contact method Contact details 

Telephone 020 3045 5869 

Email SP&Gteam@bexley.gov.uk 

Post Planning Policy Team 
Strategic Planning 
2nd Floor East 
Civic Offices 
2 Watling Street 
Bexleyheath 
DA6 7AT 

 

mailto:SP&Gteam@bexley.gov.uk
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-plan-review
mailto:SP&Gteam@bexley.gov.uk
mailto:SP&Gteam@bexley.gov.uk
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